
NCA Notable Person -- Lillian Kinkela Keil 

 
Lillian Kinkela Keil, Captain, U.S. Air Force. Air Force Flight Nurse Pioneer. She flew on 425 

combat missions and took part in 11 major campaigns that included the D-Day invasion and 

Battle of the Bulge in World War II and the Battle of Chosin Reservoir during the Korea War. 

One of the most decorated women in American military history, she was awarded 19 medals, 

including a European Theater medal with four battle stars, a Korean service medal with seven 

battle stars, four air medals and a Presidential Citation from the Republic of Korea (Section 20A, 

Site 1235). 
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